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       MADDIE’S® PET ADOPTION DAYS 
 

 Valley Humane Society VHS at Stoneridge Mall 
Saturday, May 30 8 am – 5 pm 10 am – 6 pm 

Sunday, May 31 10 am – 5 pm 11 am – 4 pm 
 

Adoptathon FAQ’s 
 

What is Maddie’s® Pet Adoption Days? 
The event is a two-day, fee waived collaborative effort of countless people trying to save the lives of shelter animals. This year, 
participating groups will come together for one goal: To empty the shelters! For each pet adopted, Maddie’s Fund® gives 
groups from $200 to $2,500, funding which enables the rescue and treatment of more animals throughout the year. 
 
How do I know if I’m a “qualified adopter?” 
You must submit an adoption application, speak with an adoption counselor, and meet Valley Humane Society’s standard 
adoption criteria, including:  

 Be at least 21 years of age, or 18 years with co-adopter at same residence 
 Provide legal ID showing your current address 
 Verify that you are allowed to own a pet where you live 
 Understand that VHS reserves the right to deny any adoption for any reason 

 
How do I submit an adoption application? 
Once you have fallen in love with the dog or cat you wish to adopt, speak with one of our volunteers. They will direct you to 
an adoption counselor, who will help you begin your paperwork. 
 
Can I get pre-approved to adopt? 
Since adoptions are animal-specific, we cannot approve applications ahead of time. 
 
How do I know which cat or dog is right for me? 
We want to make sure you find the perfect pet for you and your family. Talk to the volunteers in each room to find out more 
about an animal. They will also help you visit with the animals that interest you. Personality profiles are available for review. If 
adopting an adult cat, we highly recommend you take our Meet Your Match® survey. 
 
Okay, I’ve fallen in love! What do I do next? 
Let one of the volunteers know which animal you are interested in adopting. They will give you an Adoption ID Card showing 
your chosen pet’s name and ID number, and will direct you on how to fill out an adoption application. Once completed, an 
adoption counselor will speak with you. If approved, the counselor will continue to help you with the rest of the process. 
 
What if I’ve already picked out the pet I want to adopt? 
Ask a volunteer for your chosen pet’s Adoption ID Card. However, if you haven’t actually met the pet that interests you, we 
strongly encourage you to spend a little time with him/her. They will not be adopted by someone else while you are actively 
visiting with them the day of the event, though adoptions will take place on a first-come, first-served basis. We regret we are 
unable to “hold” specific animals for any adopter. 
 
I know who I want to adopt. What’s to talk about? 
It is important that we make the right match for each dog or cat as well as for your family. To do this, we must take a little 
time to get to know you and your situation, and to discuss the personality and needs of the animal. The conversation generated 
by the adoption application is your opportunity to ask questions about the personality and care of that specific animal, and our 
chance to ensure that animal’s needs will be met. Each situation, like each animal, is unique. There are no guarantees you will 
be able to adopt a specific animal, and any adoption may be refused for any reason. 
 



What else is there to do? 
More paperwork! Once your adoption is approved, there are several documents to read and sign: an adoption agreement, a 
general medical waiver, and a media release form. We will review the animal’s medical history, feeding requirements, microchip 
information, and several other documents. Then the adoption counselor will send a runner to retrieve your new pet. Your last 
stop out the door is in front of our photographer to record your happy moment! 
 
I was told I can’t take my pet home because he/she needs to be spayed/neutered. When will my pet be 
available? 
Puppies and kittens that still need to be spayed or neutered must remain in VHS care until their surgery. It will be 
approximately 1-4 weeks before they are able to go home. Your adoption counselor will give you an idea of when your animal 
will be able to take home. Animals must be healthy and meet a weight minimum before they are able to go for surgery. VHS 
will stay in touch with you throughout the process. Please be aware that kittens who haven’t been fixed have also not yet been 
tested for FeLV/FIV; there is still a chance they will test positive for these viruses. 
 
What is included with the adoption? 
All VHS animals receive spay/neuter surgery, microchip (24 Pet Watch), age-appropriate vaccines, optional 30 days free 
Shelter Care pet insurance (through 24 Pet Watch), fecal exams to check for parasites, fungal cultures to check for skin 
infections, monthly flea control treatments, and heartworm testing (dogs) or feline leukemia(FELV)/feline AIDS 
(FIV)/heartworm combo testing (cats). You will also take home a sample of your pet’s diet and a goody bag. Plus, we’re here 
to answer questions and help solve challenges throughout the life of your pet! 
 
What if I change my mind? Can I return my pet? 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us. If you are experiencing an issue with your new pet, we have many resources that may be 
able to help resolve the situation and help you keep your pet. Otherwise, we are happy to take an animal back depending on 
whether we have a space available. 
 
 


