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VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY TO OPEN VETERINARY SURGERY CENTER IN 2022
NVIDIA Leads Support for Access to Pet Care with $634,000 Donation
PLEASANTON, California—August 9, 2021— Valley Humane Society is pleased to announce the opening of a
community veterinary surgery center in early 2022. Based in Pleasanton, the Phil Scholz Veterinary Surgery Center will
ensure local pets receive needed non-emergency services regardless of their family’s financial constraints.
“Our pets are part of the family, and addressing the lack of affordable, accessible veterinary care within the community is
a key factor in creating healthy families,” says Executive Director Melanie Sadek. The surgery center is expected to
reduce the number of cats and dogs surrendered to shelters or suffering untreated conditions due simply to the cost of
treatment.
Employees at Silicon Valley technology company NVIDIA, along with family, friends, and those who knew Phil Scholz,
raised $634,000 for the facility. Scholz was an NVIDIA employee who lost his life in January 2014 while rescuing
another man from the Santa Clara rail tracks during his commute home.
Beloved by his colleagues, Scholz was a Pleasanton resident and pet lover whose wife, Emily, volunteered at Valley
Humane Society. With four rescued pets of their own, the couple deeply supported the organization’s mission to create a
brighter future for cats and dogs by supporting and strengthening their shared bond with people.
Scholz’s selflessness and compassion remain his legacy with those who knew him. NVIDIA employees were challenged
to a fundraising goal of $500,000, which was greatly exceeded thanks to matching grants of eligible gifts from the
company’s giving foundation, significant participation from executive staff, and a generous match of employee donations
from founder Jensen Huang and his wife, Lori.
Emily Scholz, who joined Valley Humane Society as Adoption and Foster Manager in November 2014, notes that it is a
fitting tribute to a man who was known for helping the underdog. “It's heartwarming to have so many people care for
and contribute to Phil's legacy and, together, make such a meaningful impact to a cause that meant so much to him,” she
said.
Valley Humane Society’s Phil Scholz Veterinary Surgery Center will offer one-time procedures, leaving wellness visits,
routine veterinary care, and emergency services to other providers. The organization still has to raise an additional
$500,000 to satisfy the project budget. For more information or to donate in support of the surgery center, visit
valleyhumane.org/programs/surgery-center.
Envisioning a world in which every animal is loved and every person knows the love of an animal, Valley Humane
Society (VHS) creates a brighter future for cats and dogs by encouraging and strengthening the bond between people and
pets. VHS rescues and rehabilitates companion animals, champions responsible caretaking, shares pets’ soothing
affections with people in need of comfort, and supports and preserves existing pet-guardian relationships. Whether you’d
like to adopt an animal, share your passion for pets, or meet like-minded people, VHS is Your Means to a Friend™.
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